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CONFESSION AS VERB AND NOUN

CHURCH AGAINST NAZISM

CHURCH AGAINST APARTHEID

CONFESSION TODAY
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Timeless Reiteration &

of Central Beliefs & Timely Iteration of Faith

Core Commitments

Historical & Contextual,
yet Ecumenical & Universal STERT, Never Once & For All;
' Always Again & Again




Dogmatics is a theological
discipline. But theology is a ' i i
function of the Church. The ‘ | \
Church confesses God as it s

speaks about God. First, by IJ[S
existence in the action of each
Deliever. second, by its specific
action as a community.




is the
of the Church ’f‘
as it -

in the
and its specific




B ) AR T

‘,- b diad i fa
m
}

&l

e ‘1" A A \rzv;\m
o ', // 0/ jl’““? K/ i ~

) . “
\!l (*."[!Wv \‘ ', C \/“:y

e AT
-

X10N 0ra
Mopx |
7'ITJ\3Q

N%5910n
AR N
10'X719

VNUIN)
U'P){

N

DO A




NTANA F

IS, (gl

-

7 Nl
=)
X10N ira
.ﬂx D‘PN
7'ITJ\3Q

N%5910n

AR M
10’19
: Lialva i)
06,: K&gﬁwﬂ"\‘:\w M@ et % o &l““\“ U‘l”;
o o o ¥ et 3 \. 0 K
O e g"z‘&m@&."‘;@"ﬂ‘ 368, o Sai® ee D 3 o e N2
e N R s DYV Iy







po“ TL Y -
to edification, and DoLv v
11 ¥inally. vrethren, (atcwe\\. T
per(ect. e O good comfort, ve of one
mind, \ive in peace; an the G
love and peace shall be with you.
2 Greet one anothetr with an no\wy
; Xiss.
when are 13 Al the saints salute you-
14 The grace of the ord Jesus
GoQ, and the
N

a3 nd this also
Curist, and the love of
Yio\y Ghnost, be

st
nion of e

Ppenn your perfection.
erefore \ write these £nings commu
present 1 you aW. Axnen.

absent, lest peing

Lo The

le of Yaul the A?ost\e,

The Epis
Galatians
vou.btemt@emzﬂ

11 But 1 certify
| which was preached of ‘j

P'\‘E\l ;1 :
ra et mat.
~ostie, (not men, is nO
“!\\\.\\\. vut Y Jesu \;).hF‘O; \a:e{“;ﬂ %“teCe\v
O . Father, who 0€ C
e 4 el \1\\\ :" '\ \“: \.‘ 'C\;\‘\k\“ 0( )CS“S (i:“\s‘.
praTii v = e deads : ’ u
¥ n i . v \\\r prethreh which are 3 YOt ye nave
o - . the churches of Ga-\a™ versation in time pas.
; PR T L \\R\““.how at mhd
<
: ly-oo > e R e ).”\\ 1‘ ;‘r ““ ‘ ‘\‘;(\““‘ ‘w (h\\‘
e & v " ;
et om ¢ a3t ot 14 .\N\ ““‘{\‘
- . tot  ONNS sins. gt alyoNE A
. s THOR thas rm natof.
VoW o e iy '.ca',nnga <
Tat ¢ tatinets
\ . et ;f-.". e W ot - Tuc T
ey ste | eeak
S e




lﬂ“« )) ”
” ‘

\& Gy
A




B ) AR T

‘,- b diad i fa
m
}

&l

e ‘1" A A \rzv;\m
o ', // 0/ jl’““? K/ i ~

) . “
\!l (*."[!Wv \‘ ', C \/“:y

e AT
-

X10N 0ra
Mopx |
7'ITJ\3Q

N%5910n
AR N
10'X719

VNUIN)
U'P){

N

DO A




PRAXIS OF DISPUTATION, DELIBERATION, & DECISION

INTERPRETATION OF TEXT OF SCRIPTURE IN CONTEXT

MUTUAL AUTHORITY & RECIPROCAL FREEDOM

CONSENSUS VIA SPEECH & COUNTER-SPEECH

INHERENTLY POLITICAL & INTRINSICALLY DEMOCRATIC




1)













seﬂf IS a basi Na

efir ng the daily tas
* ife of all Christians.
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¥*¥ Confessions

A 1 Confessing




SELDOM, RANDOM, PERIPHERAL, NEGLIGIBLE
AUTHORITARIAN RATHER THAN AUTHORITATIVE

VWORK OF SINGULAR HEROIC GENIUS
OR SOLTARY PROPHETIC VWITNESS

CONFESSION APPEARS TO BE A PRODUCT,
RATHER THAN A PROCESS & A PRAXIS




Wider(est) Sense

Narrower(est) Sense




Before and behind Confession

stands the actual life of the Church _
...Itis therefore of one piece L. o

with the already taking-place, and F & &

again-taking-place, ecclesial service ‘

of God and community life that Wl

announces itself in the Confession

...|which is| the documented presence of

a specific agreement that takes place
iNn concrete historical life in the Church.
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“RECALIBRATING”

NO CONFESSIONS WITHOUT CONFESSING

CONFESSING CREATES CONFESSIONS

CONFESSIONAL AUTHORITY IS A FUNCTION OF MUTUAL RECOGNITION

CONFESSION 1S A COMMUNAL PRAXIS IN WHICH ALL MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY
DETERMINE TOGETHER THEIR NORMATIVE BELIEF AND PRACTICE EVEN AS EACH
MEMBER DETERMINES FOR THEMSELVES IF, AND TO WHAT EXTENT, THEY ASSENT TO
THAT BELIEF AND GONSENT TO THAT PRACTICE







/ Reformed folk do not
allow themselves to be
condescended to from

above. They confess for
themselves, or they
don’t confess at all.




